
 

 

Vodafone invests in new mobile phone generation and TV 
• Nationwide development of LTE becomes new strategic focus 

• Official launch of hybrid Vodafone TV set-top box 
 

Düsseldorf/Berlin, 01. September 2011. Vodafone Germany, with its nationwide de-

velopment of and focus on its fourth generation mobile wireless technology LTE (Long 

Term Evolution), has defined a new strategic focus for the future. The Düsseldorf-

based communications company thus meets customer wishes for greater flexibility and 

individuality. Fritz Joussen, CEO Vodafone Germany: “The future is not bandwidth 

alone, the future is bandwidth plus mobility. LTE allows society to penetrate the Internet 

quickly, simply and securely. With this superior technology, we create new opportuni-

ties and we pave the way for new communication solutions for the future – in both cities 

and rural regions throughout Germany.“ Since the work commenced to upgrade the 

new mobile wireless technology in currently underserved rural areas, Vodafone now 

reaches around five million households with LTE. Vodafone will shortly be putting the 

Düsseldorf LTE network into operation. Vodafone is also preparing the new and innova-

tive set-top box of Vodafone TV for LTE and is developing it further for the national 

network.  

 

Joussen: “Our customers’ ever greater demand for mobility and the outstanding per-

formance of LTE have convinced me to invest in the new mobile wireless technology 

for private customers. The good old landline times are coming to an end.“ According to 

the CEO of Vodafone Germany, an outdated landline regulation has prevented the kind 

of successful competition that you find in the mobile phone market. The regulation, the 

CEO believes, has prevented competitors of Deutsche Telekom from making significant 

investments in the fixed network.  

 

“LTE provides gigabyte technology in places where cost-intensive cabled services are 

still necessary today. Even the speed advantage of the LTE network upgrade alone is a 
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major benefit to society “,Joussen explains. “Now that LTE is available in rural regions, 

the service is being successively extended to more and more cities. LTE brings broad-

band technology to all corners of Germany.” Fast Internet access continues to grow in 

rural areas and has begun to reach major urban centres. Vodafone is putting the Düs-

seldorf LTE network into operation in September 2011. Many areas of Berlin are also 

already connected to the fast mobile Internet. 

 

With its new K-5005 surf stick, Vodafone also provides the necessary hardware for mo-

bile broadband Internet usage. The stick automatically accesses Vodafone’s high-

speed 3G network (UMTS and HSPA) in all the places where LTE is not yet available. 

Vodafone’s 3G network already provides over 80 percent of the German population 

with top speeds of up to 42.2 mbps.  

 

Vodafone TV sets technology standards in Europe 
Vodafone is the first European company to adopt a hybrid approach for its future strat-

egy with the innovative Vodafone TV product. The Vodafone TV set-top box combines 

the classic methods for obtaining TV reception such as satellite and analogue cable 

with additional functionalities and television through the DSL broadband Internet. In fu-

ture, Vodafone TV will also be available via the new high-performance mobile phone 

generation LTE. Unlike pure internet television, Vodafone is able to offer this service to 

all German households, because Vodafone TV does not rely on large amounts of DSL 

bandwidth thanks to its new hybrid approach.  

 

The set-top box will be further developed and equipped with the DLNA standard, which 

allows the box to communicate with other electronic devices. In combination with the 

Vodafone WLAN router, the Vodafone TV box can, for instance, transmit music from 

computer to stereo, stream films from an external hard disk to a tablet PC or display 

mobile phone pictures on the television.    



 

Visit Vodafone at the IFA 2011 in Hall 18, Stand 101. All Vodafone press releases, pho-

tos, videos and audio material are published in the press section on www.vodafone-

deutschland.de. 
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Vodafone Germany 
 
is one of the largest and most modern telecommunications providers in Europe. It realises turnover of more 
than nine billion euros and has 12,000 employees. Based in Düsseldorf, Vodafone Germany is a one-stop 
innovative and integrated technology and service provider with a portfolio including mobile communications, 
fixed network telephony, internet and broadband data services for business and private customers. Con-
tinuous development, numerous patents and investments in new products, services and the modern net-
work have made Vodafone an innovation leader in the German telecommunications market. In July 2011, 
the Stiftung Warentest consumer organisation tested all four of the German network operators’ networks 
and gave the Vodafone network the quality rating of ‘Good’ (2.4). In 2010, Vodafone was named Best Net-
work in Germany for the fourth time in succession by the “connect" magazine.  
Vodafone is committed to CSR. The German Vodafone Foundation is a socio-political think tank that initi-
ates and supports numerous projects in the fields of education, integration and social mobility. The com-
pany is part of the Vodafone Group. Visit the website at www.vodafone-deutschland.de for further informa-
tion.  
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